
STOCKBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL  
Course: American Literature and Composition 

                                          Instructor: Amina Rhodes   

      Email:  amina.rhodes@henry.k12.ga.us 

  

Course Description: 

Literature of the United States introduces students to a diverse and select 

group of writers through a survey of American Literature.  Students will be 

able to study and thoughtfully analyze, through writing and class discussion, 

literature that spans from the Puritan and Native American eras through 

the 20th Century.  Also, students will concentrate on literary analysis and will 

practice all aspects of the writing process. 

 

Instructional Delivery: 

Students will be involved in a three-part learning process known as the E3. 

Students will ENTER (access information), ENGAGE (apply information), 

EXPRESS (demonstrate information). This process was designed to help 

students to find the passion in the content they are studying. Using 

differentiated instruction, the curriculum will continue to engage various 

learning styles to promote higher order thinking. 

 

It is essential for students to take greater ownership of their learning by 

goal setting, self-assessing their class data and enhancing their use of the 

4Cs (Creativity, Collaboration, Critical Thinking and Communication) to 

ensure they are prepared for not only their current situation but also life 

after SHS. A crucial part of the curriculum is incorporating test taking 

strategies that will prepare them for high stakes tests. By approaching 

curriculum and instruction in this way, students will become citizens who can 

think independently, work collaboratively and develop skills for lifelong 

learning.  

 

Materials Needed   

-Charged Chromebook    

-notebook or binder with loose with notebook paper 

-blue/black inked pens and pencil   

-highlighters 

 

Behavioral Expectations/Virtual Etiquette 

● Attendance will be taken daily within the first five minutes of class. 

Arrive a few minutes early so you will be ready when class begins. 

● Turn your camera on once class begins. 

● Mute your mic unless you are speaking to the class. 

● Be mindful of your attire (adhere to the SHS dress code) 
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● Cameras should be directed toward an area with few distractions (no 

cameras in bed or in the bathroom).  

 

It is my expectation that each student will respect and follow the classroom 

and school rules explained in the SHS student handbook.  Failure to comply 

with these rules will result in a conduct grade of “N”- Not Satisfactory on 

your report card. 

 

Class Procedures   

Tardiness: Students will be on time in their seats with materials and ready 

to work when the tardy bell rings.  We will follow the school’s tardy policy at 

all times.  Students will not be given extra time to make up work they have 

missed as a result of being late to class. 

 

Electronic devices: The use of ear/headphones and cell phones are 
prohibited when not requisitioned by the instructor as part of the lesson.  

 

Restroom policy:  three passes per semester  

 

Absolutely no eating in the classroom. 
 

Homework Policy: The bulk of the homework assignments are centered 

around reading.  Students will also complete frequent writing assignments. 
Spark Notes is not a substitutes for reading the assigned materials. Read! 

Read! Read!  Written assignments are at the beginning of class.  

 

Cheating/Plagiarism: Students who cheat will receive an automatic zero. 

This involves, but is not limited to: copying work or answers from another 

student, allowing another student to copy, and paraphrasing from any source 

(eg. internet) without using quotation marks and citing the source. 

Additionally, I will decline any requests to write a college/scholarship/job 

recommendation for you. 

 

Grading Procedures   

Daily Practice Work Assessments/ Grading Breakdown 

Practice Work (Any assignment or activity that shows what a 

student knows on a daily basis (i.e. quiz)) 

40% 

Assessments (A test over all the standards learned in a unit or topic 

(i.e., Test/Project)) 

40% 

End of Course Test /Final Exam  20% 
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Students’ Course Final Average   100% 

 

Make-Up Work 

➢ Make-up work is accepted for excused absences only. 

➢ If a student is in class and refuses to complete an activity/assignment 

to demonstrate mastery, the activity/assignment will result in a grade 

of a zero.  

➢ Students cannot make up any assignment they refuse to complete and 

the instructor will make a notation in Infinite Campus “Student 

refused to complete assignment”.  

➢ Make-up assignments are due by the end of the unit. 
➢ It is the student’s responsibility to complete and turn in make-up 

assignments. 

➢ Failure to make up work will result in a zero. 

 

Parent Contact 

The teacher will contact the parent in the one or more of the following 

manners: progress reports cards, report cards, open house activities, 

Infinite Campus messenger, academic conferences via phone or in person, 

IEP meetings or SST process, and/or E-mail 

Student Ownership 

Stockbridge High School believes that it is important to nurture student 

ownership by encouraging students to use 21st century skills of 

communication, collaboration, creativity and critical thinking to support a 

desired academic outcome. Students will be encouraged to analyze their 

learning data on a daily basis in every class at SHS.   

Students will be tasked to assess how well they understood a topic or lesson 

and will work with an instructor to conference on how to be successful based 

on their self-assessment. Students will have an opportunity to reflect on 

their progress for the week in ALL their classes for a semester during 

Advisory. This is the time to reflect and set a goal set on how to move 

forward in areas that need improvement. 

Course Schedule  

Unit 1:  Rebel and Rhetoric/Argumentative Writing  

Unit 2: The Individual and Identity/Informative (Explanatory) Writing 

Unit 3: The Darker Vision/Narrative Writing 

Unit 4: The American Dream/Embedded Performance Writing 

 

3 

“On the Quest to be the Best!!”  



STOCKBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL  
Learning Standards by Unit or Topic for Course –Writing, Reading 

Literary and Informational, Speaking, Listening, Viewing, Language & 

Conventions 

PARENT LETTER 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

         I want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and express my 

excitement about working with your child this 2020-2021 school year.  I 

believe students can grow and develop by examining the issues we cover in 

class.  The main goal of my course is to teach and learn American Literature 

and Composition.  Over the course of this year, we will work on Narrative, 

Argumentative and Informational writing, literary analysis and language 

skills.  Students will have weekly assessments. 

Additional information about the class is provided in the syllabus.  Please 

read that syllabus and complete the Google Form to indicate your 

understanding and support of the classroom system.   

Also note that if you ever have any comments, questions, or concerns, I 

am available by email at  amina.rhodes@henry.k12.ga.us  and for meetings you 

may contact the counseling department. 

I am excited about working with your child.  I welcome questions or 

comments, and I am looking forward to a great year! 

Sincerely, 

A.Rhodes 

English III 
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